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onsist—1ist, 1in ascertaming and
n a map, the extent and limiis of each

Iy, in discovering the position and as-
certai- ing the extent and nature of the deposites of shell-

In reference to the latter subJect of mvesucrat’on, it must
be borne in mind, that, as already stated, the value of this
marl as an amendme_n_t to the soil will depend upon the
species of shells which it encloses, the facility with which
those shells are susceptible of dlsmtegrauon, and the nature
of the cement by which they are somtimes heid together,
or the nature oi the mmerat dep051tes with which they are
associated. 'Thus it has been found, that those beds, which
consist principally of Clam-shells usually associated with

numerous vauetles of other smaller bi-valve and many uni-’

valve sneus, and containing very little admixture of foreign
mgredlen t§, yield a marl which exhibits its beneficial effects
upon the soil in a very short time; because the calcareous
parucles are derned “from shells which are very prone to
disintegrate when exposed to the atmosphere. Marl-beds,
composed entirely or principally of oyster shells, are much
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less “a!ueble, because of the slow disintegratio 1 ana ue-

composition of this species o shell. Scallut,-., Is, which
are a species nearly allied to the oyster, resist such decom-
position still more cbstinately than ‘do oyster-shells, and
when they occur, as they have been observed to do, 1 m ex-
tensive beds fir m]_y agglutinated by an argillo-ferruginous
cement, they are useless in all soils, and may be positively
lmurlous to some. The lmderqm'npd have nnr] a]‘\nnr]gnf op-

portumtles of ascertaining that beds of shell marl, thus
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more generaliy 1n alternating strata, \Vhlch might be de-
scribed as so many varieties of shell-marl; the indiscrimi-

- nate use of which has given occasion to some m01t1f)1ng

dlsqppomtments.
1hese geuual remarks. concernmg the extent and na-

ture of the shell-mari de posites on the Eastern Shore of

Maryland, are predicated upon the facts contained in the

following extracts from notes taken upon several spots
\v]nnh ‘.vovb ocarafully evamined }\\, the nn(]prs'rrnpd nr R}‘»nn.
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which ine 1!‘10"1’1’1.1!.10’1 recelv ed was cieem tlbI Iy

4
“At the Frederick- ferry, on the Sassaﬁas river, h
a2 partial formation of o Cerracinois
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